186                      Woman.

... is always quarrelling, or who eats before her hus-
band eats, such woman shall be turned out of the
house."

" A woman shall never go out of the house without
the consent of her husband; . . . shall never hold dis-
course with a strange man ; . . . shall not laugh without
drawing her veil over her face; shall pay a proper re-
spect to the Deity, her husband's father, her spiritual
guide, and the guests, and shall not eat until she has
served them with victuals. A woman shall never go
to a stranger's house, shall not stand at the door, and
must never look out of a window."

" It is proper for a woman, after her husband's death,
to burn herself in the fire with his corpse ; every woman
who thus burns herself shall remain in Paradise with
her husband 35,000,000 years by destiny. If she can-
not burn, she must in that case preserve an inviolable
chastity; if she remains chaste, she goes to Paradise;
and if she does not, she goes to hell. Confidence must
not be placed in woman." "If one trust a woman,
without doubt he must wander about the streets as a
beggar." *

In harmony with the spirit of these laws are well-
known proverbs. "Blind sons support their parents,
but a prince's daughters extract money from them ;"
i.e. sons, however helpless, will prove helpful to their
parents, whilst daughters will be a source of expense
and trouble. "Unless a daughter dies, she cannot be.'
praised for her virtue;" i.e. women are frail; however
pure their lives may have been, there is no certainty
that they will continue so.

It is true that in some passages Manu speaks a little
more kindly than in the texts quoted above.    He says
* " Code of Hindu Laws," 1776, pp. 285, 286,